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REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 were pending in the application. Claims 11 and 18 have been amended. 
New claims 20-25 have been added. Claims 1-10, 12-17 and 19 have been cancelled without 
prejudice to presentation in future related applications. 

Claims 11 and 18 were amended to further clarify the claimed invention. Support for 
the amendments to claims 11 and 18 and for new claims 20-25 can be found throughout the 
application as originally filed including, for example, in paragraphs [0016], [0021], [0022], 
[0024], [0033], [0048], [0125]-[0127] and [0174].^ 

No new matter has been added. 

Upon entry of this amendment, claims 11,18 and 20-25 will be pending. 

Restriction Requirement 

Claims 1-19 are subject to a restriction requirement. The Examiner required Applicants 
to elect one of twelve allegedly patentably distinct inventions for examination. The Office also 
requires the further election of a single nucleotide sequence in the event that any of Groups I-XI 
is elected. 

Although Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement on the grounds 
that examining more than one invention would not constitute a serious burden. Applicants 
provisionally elect herein Group VI, directed to claims 11 and 18 (and new claims 20-25). 
Applicants further select SEQ ID NO:59, the mRNA sequence for LFNG. Applicants note that 
LFNG sequences are set forth in Table 10 of the application as filed. 

Applicants respectfully assert that several of the groups identified in the Office Action 
are amenable to further grouping and that such further grouping would not impose a serious 
burden on the Examiner. For example, Applicants respectfully assert that two or more of groups 
III, IV, V or VII should be searched together especially considering that the Office has chosen to 



^ Paragraph numbers are set forth in the published application, U. S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 20030099963. 
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limit the search to a single sequence. Applicants note that Groups III and IV and VII were all 
classified in class 435, subclass 4. 

Applicants also assert that several of the nucleotide sequences should be grouped and 
considered together. For example, for the gene identified in the present application. Applicants 
provide genomic, mRNA and coding sequences fi'om both human and mouse. Applicants assert 
that the Office should search at least the human mRNA and coding sequences together. 
Alternatively, Applicants assert that the human and mouse sequences should be searched 
together, i.e. searching together human and mouse mRNA, or human and rat coding sequences 
for the gene. 

Applicants reserve the right to prosecute the claims encompassed by any of the non- 
elected groups in future divisional applications. 



The examination of the pending claims and passage to allowance are respectfully 
requested. An early Notice of Allowance is therefore eamestly solicited. Applicants invite the 
Examiner to contact the undersigned at (215) 665-6904 to clarify any unresolved issues raised by 
this response. 



COZEN O'CONNOR 
1900 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-3508 
Telephone: (215) 665-6904 
Facsimile: (215) 701-2004 



PHILA1\2359743\1 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 



iG^ili^m John Owen Attwell 

Rek^trationNo. 45,449 
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